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Island Literacy Network Writing Continuum

INTRODUCTION:

The Island Literacy Network is composed of a group of Vancouver Island It is our hope that this continuum highlights the growth that occurs during the
Educators who meet approximately six times each school year to exchange elementary years and serves as a useful assessment tool for students, teachers,
ideas and fine tune their craft. We are pleased to share our most recent and parents too.

project; a writing continuum. We would also like to acknowledge the work
done by the Aspen Park Elementary team of educators in the Comox Valley as
we have built upon their work.

PLEASE NOTE:
This writing continuum offers opportunities for consistent, collaborative, 3. Two columns are offered showing the connection between B.Cs performance
strength-based conversations between and among students, teachers and standards and the 6+1 Traits of Writing (Culham & Spandel).
parents.
4. From sample 14 onwards, a sliding bar is offered as an, at-a-glance visual of
This continuum represents growth over time. The writing samples were relative strengths and next steps within longer pieces of text. This is not meant
collected from kindergarten to grade 7 students. Intentionally, it was not as a summative evaluation, rather as a quick reference. Because writing is an
organized by traditional grade levels because writing is an ongoing, creative ongoing, creative journey, four bars represent current success and possibilities
journey. for continued growth.
APPENDIX:
A 6+1 Key Qualities chart is included. Descriptive feedback within this 3. Aclass profile chart is also provided and offers teachers a guide for explicit
continuum is based on this chart. teaching and the opportunity to notice trends and patterns within a group of

students because every author has room to grow regardless of age.
Blank conference sheets are provided as a tool to continue conversations with

and between students.



ISLAND

LITERACY!

. Sample 1

F

BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas + The dictated sentence
connects with the picture
« A storm provides a narrow
focus
Style Voice + Child uses colour to express
ideas
» Dramatic lines are storm-like
Sentence Fluency | - Usesa simple, complete
sentence to tell story
Form

Conventions

Dictated sentence: This is a storm




ISLAND 2
LITERACY =

NETWORK ,
BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Sa I I I p I e 2 Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas « Uses vivid details Begin to label first
« Stays on topic sound in picture

+ Details are shown through a
variety of colour choices

Style Voice - Connects to personal
experience

Sentence Fluency | - Thoughts are clustered
together in sentence-like
construction when telling
story

Form

Conventions

Dictated Sentence: My banana, this is blueberries and peas and grapes.



ISLAND

LITERACY

NETWORK ,
BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
S am p I e 3 Standards i Steps
Meaning Ideas + Clear message that connects
with picture

« Picture details show “who,”
“what,”“where”
« Stays on topic

Style Voice + Smiling faces show joy

« Writers shows personality
of characters through
happy faces, whiskers, and
shoveling sand

Sentence Fluency | - Uses a complete sentence to
tell story

Form

Conventions
Dictated Sentence: My Mommy and Daddy are watching me playing in the sandbox.




LITERACY
NETWORK

Sample 4

Transcribed Audio: Um, this is me... This is me um... This is me at the movie theatre on
Mother’s day. My whole family is with me and and when | was at the movie theatre, it said,
I'm all around you.

Please scan this QR code to hear this writer tell the story
of their picture! This oral language was used to offer
descriptive feedback.

To scan this code, open your phone’s camera and hover
over the code. A link will appear. For older phones,
download a free SCAN app.

BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps

Meaning Ideas Movie theatre experience Add more details to
offers a clear focus about his illustrations to
one topic explain his story
Picture conveys clear
meaning when combined May begin to
with explanation by the label picture with
child beginning letter
Several details are contained
in the child’s explanation

Style Voice Engages audience with his
passionate explanation

Sentence Fluency Uses complete sentences

when telling his story

Form

Conventions




ISLAND

LITERACY
NETWORK

Sample 5

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

Meaning

Ideas

Clear written message that
connects with picture
Picture details and
important word, shows
“who” and “what”

More details are shared
when telling story

Include more details
in the picture and
dictated sentence

Style

Voice

Huge smiles show joy

Form

Conventions

Dictated Sentence: This is me on my trampoline. | jump really high.

Sentence Fluency

Uses simple, complete
sentences to tell story
Beginning to expand on
idea




ISLAND
LITERACY
NETWORK

Sample 6

Transcribed Audio: I... is... um...Having a Mother’s Day.... My Mom and Me is going to the
ice-cream store and... getting some ice-cream... I'm getting ice-cream for my mom.

Please scan this QR code to hear this writer tell the story
of their picture! This oral language was used to offer
descriptive feedback.

To scan this code, open your phone’s camera and hover
over the code. A link will appear. For older phones,
download a free SCAN app.

BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas « Trip to the ice cream store May begin to
offers a clear focus about label picture with
one topic beginning letter
» Most of the meaning is
conveyed through the
drawing and retelling
« Picture contains lots of
details
Style Voice + Shows joy through colour
choice
+ Details in picture show
passion for topic
Sentence Fluency | - Uses words and simple Develop complete
phrases to tell her story thoughts when
telling story
Form

Conventions




ISLAND

LITERACY
NETWORK

Sample 7

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

oL,

L

i

F

Meaning

Ideas

« Print matches picture

+ Much of the meaning is
conveyed through pictures

+ Uses realistic colour and
lots of recognizable shapes
to describe a variety of
real activities at Jumping
Jiminy’s

Style

Voice

« Variety of colours and
images demonstrates
passion for topic

Reader/viewer is
drawn in and would
like more information.

I am at Jumping Jiminy’s.

Form

Conventions

Sentence Fluency

+ Independently attempts
to record some sounds he
hears




ISLAND

LITERACY
NETWORK

Sample 8

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

One day we went to the beach and a wave rolled up and maked to we floated.

Meaning

Ideas

Print connects picture
Meaning is conveyed more
through print than pictures
Uses realistic colour and
images to tell her story
Includes some details about
her day at the beach

A few more details
in picture will

help reader better
understand printed
message

Style

Voice

A huge smile and bold
colours show passion for
topic

Writing resembles talking

Form

Conventions

Sentence Fluency

Independently attempts to
record some sounds to write
words and a sentence

Tries to write a longer
sentence




ISLAND

LITERACY
NETWORK

Sample 9

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

Meaning

Ideas

Message is clearly shared
through writing and pictures
with labels

Narrow topic

Vivid details

Style

Voice

Details and word choice
shared excitement for the
topic (eg: scrumptious)
Personality comes through
in details

Form

Conventions

Sentence Fluency

Sentences are complete
thoughts

Sentences begin in different
ways




ISLAND

LITERACY]
NETWORK

Sample 10

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

Meaning

Ideas

Message is clearly conveyed

through writing and picture

Topic is narrow

Includes some simple details

Add more details

Style

Voice

Details and big smiles show
pride for accomplishments
Personality comes through
in details

Writer’s topic connects to
the reader

Form

Conventions

Sentence Fluency

Uses a complete sentence
Connects ideas with
transition word




ISLAND

LITERACY
NETWORK

Sample 11

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

Meaning

Ideas

« Writer has a clear message

+ Narrow focus

« Details are found in the
picture

Add written details

Style

Voice

« Writer’s personality and
enthusiasm shines through
in first two sentences

Form

Conventions

Sentence Fluency

+ Each sentence begins with a
different word

- Creates different sentence
types using an exclamation
mark and a question mark

Try to use a variety of
sentence lengths
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NE‘TNWURK.

Sample 12
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BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas « Clear topic Include details from
« Picture has lots of details picture in writing
Style Voice « Writing has personality
+ Uses a question to engage
the audience
+ "Yon’(yawn) in picture is
a great way to share how
tiring this best day was
Sentence Fluency | - Variety of sentence lengths
+ Sentences begin in a variety
of ways
Form

Conventions
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Sample13

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps
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Meaning

Ideas

» Narrow topic
- Details are relevant and

connect with topic

Style

Voice

- Writer establishes a

tone that is exciting and
expressive

« Humour is used to engage

reader

- Reader-writer connection

is strengthened with a
question and possible
response

Form

Conventions

Sentence Fluency

+ Some variety in sentence
types and length




ISLAND

LITERACY

NE‘T\WURK.

Sample 14

BeQL Day ever
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THE END

BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas + The writers covers a lot of Zoom in on one
territory in this recount of favourite part and
two great days explode the moment
+ A detail is offered for each by adding lots of
event details about it.
« Stays on topic
Style Voice + Reader can sense the writer’s | The reader will
enthusiasm for this topic connect even more if
one favourite part is
chosen as a focus.
Sentence Fluency | - Sentences are generally
complete
+ Sentences are mostly the
same length
Form

Conventions




ISLAND

LITERACY

NE‘T\WURK.

Sample 15

besd d&)f Clec

AAY - Best day eucr Was 'When e ond pAY

Brother wehl Salmon EiShing by @ Belei
MY o drowe 1S Jdodh yo the Fiver to

_do €iShima, I¥ Wab o Sunpy day the bigrdS
Wheee, 6indn@ ongy Yhe §ish WAl Jumeins,

Wihen e 30% Yo ¥he Uiyec Wwe Put on

e ChestwaderS So We Could Slon wnike
Swodecs WE LlheCe,  n5€ind Beining Todd

_ongd Ree\o. Wheh We %od X0 o £iskipg

~bhole we Pul Joun o GBS AN siackd Yo
Loh we £iSked Cor aloeg Vi ony we
Sidpex  Couch ony £i6h, 30 Min /n2¥8ns
FiohngeT et atoike Ond Y el S3ariS Serevans
S Jrhe, et £6h CinG  w@ CWVer, T il
Stocted Gorepminy oy my RBrotheC Yo deX

Yhe, Wet. \U.ir\{?,.p he gok ke net I b 2.

BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas « This is a focused piece of
writing that’s all about
catching a fish on the river
« Lots of vivid details support
this narrow focus (“ ...
sunny day the birds were
singing and the fish were
jumping.”
Style Voice « The writer shares his passion
for fishing with his reader
« Readers will enjoy all the
parts about this proud day
Sentence Fluency | - Sentences are well built This writer might
and flow nicely from one to want to consider
another popping in one or
two shorter sentences
for added effect
Form
Conventions
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LITERACY

NETWORK
3 Sample 15 contd
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BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps

Meaning Ideas « This is a focused piece of

writing that’s all about

catching a fish on the river

« Lots of vivid details support

this narrow focus (“ ...

sunny day the birds were

singing and the fish were

jumping.”
Style Voice « The writer shares his passion

for fishing with his reader

« Readers will enjoy all the
parts about this proud day
Sentence Fluency | - Sentences are well built This writer might
and flow nicely from one to want to consider
another popping in one or
two shorter sentences
for added effect

Form

Conventions




LITERACY

NET;WURK.

Sample 16

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps
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Meaning

Ideas

« Topicis clear
- Stays on topic
« Lots of vivid details are

offered (“Tofino is known for
its freezing cold water” ...

“I put my wetsuit and boots
on and got ready to hit the
waves.’)

Style

Voice

« Shows a passion for the

topic

+ Expresses ideas in new

ways which gives the piece
personality

- Reader feels a connection to

the writer

Sentence Fluency

Form

Conventions

- Sentences are complete

« Sentences begin in a variety
of ways

- Sentences sound smooth,
when read aloud

Try to use a variety of
sentence lengths and

types




ISLAND
LITERACY

NETWORK
3 Sample 16 contd

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps
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Meaning

Ideas

« Topicis clear
- Stays on topic
« Lots of vivid details are

offered (“Tofino is known for
its freezing cold water” ...

“I put my wetsuit and boots
on and got ready to hit the
waves.’)

Style

Voice

« Shows a passion for the

topic

+ Expresses ideas in new

ways which gives the piece
personality

- Reader feels a connection to

the writer

Sentence Fluency

Form

Conventions

- Sentences are complete

« Sentences begin in a variety
of ways

- Sentences sound smooth,
when read aloud

Try to use a variety of
sentence lengths and

types
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Sample 17

BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps
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Meaning

Ideas

« Story is memorable and

original — unpredictable plot
told in a fresh way

- Piece is clear, tight and

manageable

ot T 9ot fhe vy T SV fue Sarl evefidey Fhing

Style

Voice

- Engaging tone
» Reader can feel the writer’s

excitement

« Writer builds strong

connection with audience by
thoughtfully deciding what the
reader needs to know

Form

Conventions

Sentence Fluency

« Joins sentences and sentence
parts with thoughtful
transitions

« Effectively uses a variety of
sentences types and lengths

More sentence length
variety. Most sentences
are long.
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BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

Meaning

Ideas

Story is memorable and
original — unpredictable plot
told in a fresh way

Piece is clear, tight and
manageable

Style

Voice

Engaging tone

Reader can feel the writer’s
excitement

Writer builds strong
connection with audience by
thoughtfully deciding what the
reader needs to know

Sentence Fluency

Form

Conventions

Joins sentences and sentence
parts with thoughtful
transitions

Effectively uses a variety of
sentences types and lengths

More sentence length
variety. Most sentences
are long.
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< Sample 18
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BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas « Clear central theme
« Topic is specific, but allows for lots of
details
« Details create a vivid picture in
reader’s mind
« Stays on topic
Ster Voice - Passion, joy, adventure are evident

- The reader wants to read on

« Several very short sentences reflect
the writer’s desire to include the
reader

Sentence Fluency | - Most sentences are complete

« Sentences begin in a variety of
ways; several are cleverly worded as
questions

« There is an effective mixture of
sentence lengths

- If read aloud, the piece would be
easy on the ear

Form

Conventions
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BC Performance
Standards

6 Traits
(based on Culham &
Spandel)

Strengths

Possible Next
Steps

Meaning

Ideas

Clear central theme

Topic is specific, but allows for lots of
details

Details create a vivid picture in
reader’s mind

Stays on topic

Style

Voice

Passion, joy, adventure are evident
The reader wants to read on
Several very short sentences reflect
the writer’s desire to include the
reader

Sentence Fluency

Form

Conventions

Most sentences are complete
Sentences begin in a variety of
ways; several are cleverly worded as
questions

There is an effective mixture of
sentence lengths

If read aloud, the piece would be
easy on the ear
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. Sample 19

My idea of the perfect day is a bit different than some of my
friends’ and peers’. I have lTittle desire to browse high end shops
on the New York strip, or lounge around at a five star resort. I
would personally prefer a much more adventure oriented day.

The weather would be clear and hot, not unlike the day I’'m
writing this on. Late spring or early summer, I would be joined
by a group of friends as we donned our shorts and sunscreen. We
would spend the morning exploring beaches and hiking trails near
Vancouver, BC, stopping to enjoy the hot sun on the rocks, and a
cool glass of iced tea from small cafes. I Tove tasting local and
homegrown cuisine, and Vancouver is home to many small businesses
with some of the best food in the province.

After our drinks were long finished, and our skin coated in sand and
salt water, we would ride our bikes through the bustling Stanley
Park, and Tock them up outside the Vancouver Aquarium. There we
would spend hours marvelling at the wonders of the ocean, and
Taughing as the otters flipped and floated in their enclosure. I
would meander past the exhibits, enjoying the company of my friends,
and the sound of their voices and laughter.

Once we’d seen everything there is to see, then seen it again,

we would return to the west end for dinner and a show. In this
idealistic fantasy, the meal would be free of charge, and the steaks
a perfect medium rare. We would share laughter and memories over the
meal, as the night grew darker.

Once we had filled ourselves beyond our 1limits, we would pile into

a taxi and travel to see a concert or play. The flashing lights and

booming noise would drag us back to consciousness as we reflect on a
day filled with adventure and memories. Enjoying the chaotic energy
of a concert, or the quiet introspection of theatre.

Overall, my perfect day would be an opportunity to bond with the
people that I Tove, and share adventures and experiences to carry
with me and reminisce about later in life.

BC Performance 6 Traits Possible Next
(based on Culham & Strengths
Standards Spandel) Steps
Meaning Ideas « Clear, narrow focus
« Details paint a vivid picture
Style Voice « The writer’s passion for this
topic is clear
« Readers will love this piece
Sentence Fluency | - Complex sentences are
beautifully constructed
Form

Conventions
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